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ship to form your opinion from your own knowledge and that of the naval officers under you, and to give a pointed answer. I do not wish to take from myself, or to throw upon others more than their share of responsibility. I shall take the whole responsibility of the land operations upon myself; I am willing to share with your Lordship half the naval. If you will say that it is an undertaking to be risked, I am willing to undertake it, and to share with your Lordship the merit or blame which may attach to the issue. If you say it is not, let us withdraw, and I am also willing to share equally the merit or blame of that; but I must have a determined answer one way or another." This, however, Lord Keith could not be prevailed upon to give. He allowed that in case, after or during the embarkation or re-embarkation, a South-West wind came on, from that instant no further communication could be held with the fleet, and that probably most of the transports would remain on shore. This opinion was the result of what he said more than any sentiment delivered at once.
When I left the Foudroyant, no final determination was come to. The fact is, that at Gibraltar Lord Keith said that, as soon as Fort St. Catherine was taken, the fleet would anchor in security, and upon this the expedition was undertaken. When he arrived here. Admiral Sir Richard Bicker ton and the officers who were best acquainted with the coast gave it as their opinion that this anchorage was not safe against a South-West wind. Upon this Lord Keith became frightened. From the report of all the naval officers there can be no doubt that, if during our operations the weather proves unfavourable, the transports will be lost, and the men-of-war must put to sea. It is to be regretted that this was not said at Gibraltar. In that case the expedition would not have been undertaken. For my part, taking into consideration the chance of bad weather at this late season, in which case the army must have been lost or forced into a difficult retreat to Gibraltar or to Portugal, leaving everything behind them; and further, the probability, or rather certainty, of the army's catching the